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04 July 2011

Dear Ms McCall,

I am writing to you concerning Mr Juan Ibrahim, who is due to be forcibly deported to Sofia, Bulgaria on your flight no. U28973 from Gatwick airport on 6th July, 6:35am.

Mr Ibrahim is Syrian victim of torture. He fled Syria having been detained and tortured by his military commanders for refusing to carry out orders to shoot at unarmed civilians protesting against the regime during the ongoing popular uprising in the country.

A specialist doctor who examined Mr Ibrahim in Brook House detention centre on Saturday found him to suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and depression, with a high risk of committing suicide and in need of hospital admission. According to the doctor, his condition has deteriorated due to his detention and the prospect of forcible deportation to Bulgaria and/or Syria. Indeed, since arriving in the UK on 17th May, he has self-harmed twice and tried to commit suicide. A previous attempt to remove him on 13th June was cancelled after he self-harmed and was taken to hospital.

Furthermore, Mr Ibrahim has been on hunger strike since Monday, 27th June, in protest at his mistreatment by the immigration authorities and the detention centre management. His physical and mental health is deteriorating by the day. He is clearly not fit to travel.

The Home Office's policy on forcible removals on commercial flights states that it is a decision for the airline whether they want to carry deportees or not. In view of the above, I am hereby urging you to not carry Mr Ibrahim on July 6th, as this might lead to his committing suicide or being deported to Syria, where he faces torture and possibly death. If this happened, EasyJet would have contributed to this tragedy only to make a quick buck.

Yours Sincerely,
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